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CA good name 1s to he deſired aboue 
great riches, and loving fauour aboue 


ſiluer and golde. Proverbes.22.1, 


<< Pig El that is tobe deſi- 
NS FI red of a man, is this, 
7 thar he be yertuous, 


1s in it ſelfe moſt ex- 
cellent, & moſt con- 
trary to our nature,therfore the Scrip- 


ture vſeth many argumentes and rea- 
Al ſons 


© AM godly Sermon 
ſons to perſwade vs thereunto: as in 
this place, where the Wiſeman would 
ſtirre vs vpto the loue of Vertue, by 
ſettyng before oureyes two principall 


effectes and fruites, which we may te- 


. ceive byit. Thefirſt of theſe is, Agood 


name. The ſecondc is, Louing fauout-: 
both which,as they do proceede from 
vertue and godlynes,fothey do main- 


_teyneand encreaſe- one another : for, 


as a man findeth much fauour with 
thoſe which do ſpeake and report well 


of him, ſo thoſe that wyll ſhewa man 


louingfauour,wil;or at theleaſtought 


'toſhew it inthis;thatthey can willing- 


ly afforde him good report .' Now, 


 thatboth theſe are preferred to great 


Riches hore areaccompted better 
then Golde and much Siluer:and ſurely, 
whoſocuer is truely wyſe, will make 


this accompt of them : who ſo euer 


doth rightly know to diſcerne what is 


goodhe wil firſt and eſpecially labour 


| for 


preached by M.Greethams. 


for them: for, a g90d/name, doth com- 
mendevs to:God,and to his holy An- 
gels,in whole eyes thoſe vertues,Wher- 
of 4-700d name doth arile; are moſt ac- 
ceptable : but Riches are not able toido 
this,no, the abundance. of ſiluer, is often 
an occaſion of ſ1nne, whereby we-are 
caſt out of the fauour of God. Againe, 
where as riches (eſpecially jf they be 
euilly. gotten) doe cauſe men-many 
times to hate vs : this good name, and 
this /ouing fawour, doth win the hartes 
of many, yea, it doth ſometimes cauſe 
.our enemies to be at peace with vs. 
And this euer hath been,and euer wil- 
be moſt certaine and true, whether we 
loketoproſperity oraduerſity,whether 
we loke tothe comon callinges of this 
Ciuill life;or the calling of the Church: 
for ſuch is the corruption of mans na- 
ture.thatnaturally they donot louethe 
_  Magiſtratesthat God hathplaced ouer 
them, but when the Magiſtrate hath 
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gotten a good report by the due exe- 


cution of 1uſtice,by his pitifull dealing 
with the poorezand by his fatherly fa- 
uour toall that be good, then will his 
ſubicctes loue him, then will they im- 
brace him, then wyll they wyllyngly 
commir their matters into his handes, 


_ andthenwillthey with faythfull and 


friendly hartes cleaue and ſticke faſt 


- ynto him. To be ſhort, that Lawyer 


hath moſt clyantes, that Phiſitian hath 
moſtpatientes,andthatMerchanthath 
moſt cuſtomers, whoſe vertuous and 
godly dealing hath gotte thema good 
report. In the callinges of the Church 
thsalſo is true: for, ifany Preacher by 
the faythfull diſcharge of his duetic, 
and by his godly lyfe, haue once got- 
ten the fauour and friendſhypofmen, 
how-gladly will men heare him, how 
quietly will they be ruledhy.him, in 
what f1mplicitic will they make their 
2riefes knowen yrito him, and how 

Y; Carc- 
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 carefull will they be to procure his 
ood. That Schoolemaiſter alſo that 
hath the name of learning to teachy'of. ' 
diſctetion to rule, and of godlines:to 
trayne vp his Scholers in the feare of 
God, he neuer wants Scholers,butthe 
. beſt men of all fides will flocke:vnro 
him. Contrary wile, yt any of them be 
diſcredited through an euyll nameyyf 
the Magiſtrate be accompted an'op- 
preſſour, oratyrant: yfthe Lawyer be 
reported to deale deceitefully, yf the 
Miniſter be corrupted eyther in dodt- 
rine or in lyfe,yf the Scholemaiſterbe 
onceknowento be ynſufficient inlear- 
ning, vawiſe in gouerning, prophane 
and of no religion,then wilall men be 
afrayde to haue any dealinges with 
the : thoſe things are often found true = 
in peaceandproſperitie;but in aduerlt- ; | 
tie,as in the time of warre, in the time 
of ſicknes.,and in the time of wantand 
pouertie,they be found moſt true, Wi 
Az / not 
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not all the pogre commonly, in the 


time of warre ſecke ſome ayde at the 
Magiſtrate, who in the time of peace 
did good vato them : nay rather, will 
they.notal with one conſent come to- 
geather to helpe and defende with all 
their might,and with lifejr ſelfe,ſeeing 
he hath-vſed all: good meanes to ſave 
anddefende their liues: Contrariwile, 
how many Kinges, how many Cap- 
taynes, how many Magiſtrates, haue 
euen in their greateſt needes been left 
and forlaken of their SubieRtes and 
ſouldiers, becauſe they haue too ſharp- 
ly and vamercifully ruled them? And 
whichis more then this, the Subiectes 
haue procured the death of tkeir Prin- 


ces, the Souldiers haue layde violent 
 handes vpon their Captaynes, and the 
Tenafites haue been the firſt thathaue 
layde violent hands vpontheir Land- 
lordes; becauſe no pittic, no compas- 
ſton, no friendſhyp, nor louyng fa- 
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our, hath been ſhewed vnto them. 
Agayne, if Magiſtrate, "Miniſter, or 
Maiſter,/or afiy. othet' main, by*exer- 
ciſcing' or executing” the (qdhteties of 
loue, hauewon the hartes'of the! peo- 

ple, and gotten' 4 good name, ow 

them: then, in his ſicknes they.wy 

pray for him, they-will viſite him, and 
they will beare with him a'patt'of his 
gricte, ' Agayne, what can be:more 
comfortable to a man, then this? This 
wyll glad himat thehart,and this wyll 
- turnehis'bed in all his ficknes: inipo- 

uertie alſo he is moſt & ſoneſtholp; 

which hath the-beſt name, and hath 
obteyned through vertue,moſt fauour 
with men: for, good men do conſider 
their owne caulc in him; thereforeare 
moſt ready tohelpe him : the eyyland 
vngodly men.although they bare/him 
no great goodwill, yet they are forced 
to helpe him, partly, becauſe his godly 
Iyfe doth witnes vnto their ſoules,that 
A4 he 
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he doth deſeructo'beholpen, & part- 
ly, becauſe the Lord doth turne their 
hartesto fauour him. The Widowe 
_thereforethatgame to El/haforhelpe, 
viedthisargument to perſwade Eliſha 
Omen of God,layth ſhe, my hnsbande i 
deag,and dyedin debt, but he feared God: 
therfore helpe,1 pray thee,ſecing the creds- 
- Fohrs are come candimmediately Elijha 
didhelpe her. On the other fide, yf a 
man beecuilly reported of, yf£-he be a 
theete,anadulerer,an athiſt, an-idola- 
lour,a riotous perſon,or a man of hard 
dealing;itſucha manbe oncebroughe 
tolomelowſayle;if he once fall into 
poutertie and neede, then the hartes of 
men are ſhut yp. agaynſt him, no man 
doth pittie him,& all men will ſee,and 
fay,that his owne finne is brought vp- 
potthim: and this hath the teſtimony 
of the Prophets, who did often threa- 
ten ſuch kinde of puniſhmengto vn- + 
godly men, ſo that no man ſhall ay, 
Ah © 
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Ahmy father, or,ah my mother : but the 
whole ſhould be glad. of their depar- 
ture,” This did the heathen people ſee 
in ſome part, and thereforeall of them 
did greatly defire a good name:and as 
euery one ofthem excelledin ſtrength, 
and in corage;orin wit, orany kindof 
knowledge,lo they did labour by that 
_ thing,togetſomecreditetg theEſclues, 
And to conclude this poynt,though a 
man haue,many goodthinges in hum, 
though a Magiſtrate doe. teare Go 
ercately, though a Miniſter be. excel- 
lent inmany POyNtSs, though aPhiſt- 
tian or Lawyer beskilfull in their pro- 
fesſio,yet if they hauenot a good name, 
they can doe.lytle good with their 
gyttes. All this doth teach vs, that 1n 
deede it is true which Salomon ſayth 
here, that 4 good name, is to be choſen a- 
boue great Riches:and that louing fauonr,, 
z better then ſiluer aud golde, Now the 


inſtrutions that we may gather out of 
- 238 this 
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this place, be theſe two : The fiirſt is, 
that we ought notto hurt our neigh- 
bour aboucall things in his good name: 
and therefore the Lord in his law or- 
deyned, that-he which doth ſuch a 


thing,ſhould haue the famepuniſhmet 


which he purpoſed to bring vpon an 
other. Mcn ould be loth ſteale 
the goodes of any man from him; and 
yet. the good. name of a'man, 1s: more 
Worth then all the Riches-in the world: 
therfore,ifany man by rayſing vp falſe 
reportes, do impaire his' brothers cre- 


dite, he doth hurt him more, and fine 
-neth more groſly & greeuouſlly, then 


if he had taken awayhislandes and his | 
lyuinges, his corne or his cattle,or any 

other thyng that he hath : and thoug 

the things be falſe which hereporterh, 
he linneth neuer the leſle;for after thar 
time,cuen good men will be more ſuſ- 
pitious, and the wicked 'wi{notlet it 


» go outof their mindes: bur if itbea- 
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paynſt a Preacher, ' or a profeſſoir 'of 
thetrueth,then'it is agreat{inne, be- 
cauſe the very goſpel of God'is dilcre- 
dited thereby.” The ſecondinſtruction 
is this, That we mult be carefull by all 
good meanes, to get and maynteyne 
ourownegoodname. For,it it beafinne 
to diſctedite an other man;then much 
more is it'a finne to-diſcredite; our 
{clues. Tf we be charged to tartherthe 
e604 name of our brother, then are we 
ſtraightly commatinded to helpe tor- 
warde our owne, as muchas we bea- 
ble : then it can not be without great 
ſinne.that aman ſhould caſt off al:care 
of his owne credite.The very heathen 
ſaw this to be a fault, & they did com- 
monly fay, Thatwhoſoeuer regardeth 
not the report of men, he is:diffolute 
in deede,and hath in effec; loſt the na- 
ture of man. And therefore we may 

well ſay, thathe is without all hope of 

amendement, which is not broughtto 
| ſome 
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ſome remorſe or ſorow, which witha 
ſhamelefle face;can face out finne, and 


which hath addars eares and will not 
heare, charme the charmer [neuer {o 


 -wyſely: asthen, a ſhamelefſe face ope- 


nethadooreto all vngodlinefle;ſo due 


care of credite, cauſeth a man to:be 


carefull of: his. wayes. Who ſo euer 
thereforewill lyue godly,he mult fafe- 
ly. prouide for his good ame. Seeing 
theſe thinges be ſo,it ſhalbe profitable 
to conſider how this good name may be 
gotten, and preſerued. And agayne,if 
we bediſcredited,what vic and profite 
wemuſt make of it. For the firſt, it 1s 
certayne, that ſceing fameand honeſt 
report begood thinges; andtherefore 
they muſt needes ariſe and ſpring of 
thoſe thinges that are good;as of ver- 
tue,godlynes,& good religion. Now, 
whereas here Turkes;and ſyegh vngod- 
ly men haue great fauour amongſt the 
people,and be well reported of,this in 

deede 
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deedeis nogood name, becaule itart» 
ſeth not of goodneſle,it is onlya vaine 
applauſe of the {umple people : Nay,it 
is the great and fierce wrath of God 
vpon them, though they neyther {ce 
nor perceiue- that, whenthey be well 
' ſpoken off for their euyll deedes : for; 
by this meanes, they be hardoned in 
their ſinne,by this meanestheybe hin- 
dered and holden from repentance: 
then the which, there is not a greater 
puniſhment vnder the Sunne: Such a 
ame then is notto be deſired, nay, we 
ought rather to ay __ ſuch-4 
name. And if we wilbe famous and of 
 goodreport,then let vs take heedethat 
we ſceke it by goodnefle and vertue, 
and then it wilbe a good name indeede:. 
But let vs weigh theſe thinges more 
particulerly, and let vs know, that the 
firſt ſtep vnto 4 good ame, is the care- 
full and continuall auoydance of eu], 
both outward &inward : in ey 
an 
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.yet if ſhe do ſome one:thing aright, 
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and groſſe cuilles,we muſt firſt beware 
of all cuillgenerall : which thing if we | 
be not careful ro do, then wil our good 
name be ſoone impayred. Secondly; 
we muſt narowly- looke: vnto. ſome 
ſpecial ſinnes,whereunto our natureis | 

moſt inclinable and ſubie:for,as one * 
dead Flic cortupreth one whole boxe 
of oyntment, though it be moſt preci- 
ous:: ſo, ſome one 1inne, doth: often 
cracke the credite of a man, though'o- 
therwyſe he hath been well reported 
off. And if it behoueth all men thus 
nearely to looke to their wayes, then 
much: more it is needetull, that euery 
chylde of Godſhould dofo: for, the 
worlde through the hatred it beateth 
tothem, dealeth with themas it doth 
with Witches & Phiſitions:the Witch 
though ſhe fayle in twentie thinges, 


thoughitbe but ſmall, the worlde lo- 
uethand commendcth herfora good 
| and 
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anda wyſe woman: butthe Phiſttianz 
though he worke fiue hundred cures; 
yet yt through the waywardnes of his 
patient, or for the puniſhment of his 
patientes {innes, he fayle but in-one; 
that one fayle, doth more turne to his 
diſcredite,then his manifolde;goodly, 
and notable cures, do get him prayſe: 
in this maner doth the worlde deals 
with men. Ifa worldly man haue bur 
anoutward gytt ofſtrength, of ſpeach, 
of comelineſle, he ſhalbe greatly pray- 
ſed, & compteda goodly man,;though 
heſwimmeand flow ouerin all maner - 
of vices. But let the childe of God be 
truely zelous in true religion, lethim 
be honeſt & holy in conuerſation, yet 
ifthere be but ſome one infirmitie in 
him, or, if hehaue through weakneſle 
fallen once into ſome one-ſinne, that 
' one infirtnitie againſt which he ſtri- 
ueth;that one {inne forthe which hes 
greeucd,ſhall drowneall the graces - 
Go 
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Godin him, be they nener ſo great; 
and the worlde»will accompt him a 
moſt wicked-man . Seeing then that 
this is the enmitie of the world againſt 
Gods people, how warily ought they 
to walke in ſo crooked and fo froward 


_ ageneration:and hereof they muſt be 


ſo much the more carefull, becauſe the 
wicked by ſuch ſlippesand infirmitie:, 


. will notonely take occaſion to diſcre- 


dite them,buteuen to ſpeake cuill of al 
their protesfton, yea, and to blaſpheme 
the glorious worde of God, and his 
eternall trueth. Then,if webe carefull 
of our owne good name, if we haueany 
zeale of Godhis jif we haue any 
care of the worlde,if we haueanyloue 
of the ſaindtes, then let vs carefully 
ſhun alland euety infirmitie whereby 
Godsnameisdiſhonored, his glorious 
Goſpel blaſphemed,his chitdren gree- 


 ued, and we-our ſelues diſcredited a- 


mongſt the wicked. And thus much 
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fotthe Shen ahi cared ann 
AS opehand outwarde finne; com- 
mitted inthe fight 'of mat, hath at- 
wayes thepuriſhment'oF an ill narhe 
joyned yith it : {6'alfo ſecrer finnes, 
which are hiddeft a5 it” were, inthe 
darke corners of onr 5m do bt fog 
vs olit offauoutari credirewith God, 
and when weare'6ur of credire with 
him, then doth he further make'oyr 
ſinticsknoweh vnto'men, for our fur: 
ther diferedite:For, nothing is ſo hid- 
den, which-ſhall nor.be'brought'to 
light;andnothing fo ſecret, whichſhal 
not bediſcounered;cuen inthe fight of 
the worlde: 'And that we may bethe 
futther perſwaded of this; ler'vs'M 
know-of afurerie, that = per ien,0 
miany meanes to bryng ſuch thynges 
ro light Forhe 4 rea om 
haue eyes to ſee our wickedneffe, he 
can make'thewoodes to haue cares to 
heare out vngodly counſelles : yea, he 
Bi ' can 
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can cauſerhe walles af our bedcham- 
bers,to bearc witneſle againſt vs ofour 


linnes committed ypon our beddes: 
if this will nor ſerue,he cango further, 


and cauſc our friendes to fallout with 
vs, and the men of our counſellto be- 
wray.our wickedneſle,and though we 
bad go any {uch purpoſe, when we 
make him priuie to our denies, yet in 
diſpleafure, the Lord doth cauſe him 
all-at. once to, breake out the. matter; 
yea, rather then thou ſhouldeſt beare 
no. xeproch for thy ſecret ſinnes, the 
Lord will cauſe thine owne mouthto 
tcltifie agaynſt thee, and thine. owne 
wordes {hall get thee diſcredite: For, 


| 1y {elfe, or,inth ſleepe by dreames, - 
A EOY that make the thing knowen, or, 
inthy ſickneſſe thou ſhalt raueof it, o 


inſome franſie,thou ſhalt yomitit our, 
ox els the torment of thyweuyll conſct- 
enceſhalbeſoſharpe,thateuentothine 


owWne 
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 owne ſhameandconfufion, thouſhalt 
confeſle rhy' fault. "Laſt of all, when 
thou thinkeſt or deuiſeſt euyllagaynſt 
thy neighbour, thoughir be neuer ſo 
ſecretly, yer beſides'all the former, thie 
Lord hath an other meaties, whereby 
chewill bring thee to diſcredire for it; 
and this isavery vehement ſufpition, 
rayſed vpinthe hart of him, of whom 
thou deemeſt this enyll for;as it often 
-commerh to paſſe; that good motions 
which -aryſe ſecretly -in'the ' minde, 
forthe good of others;do cauſerthat ©- 
thermendorhinkewel ofthee,though 
they did neuerheare ofthe: ſo doubt- 
e doth it cometo paſſe in euyl mo- 
tions. Thou deuiſeſt enyll agaynſtan- 
other, he-in ſome ſtrange maner hatha 
hart burning, and jelowhe ouet thee, 
Thouthinkeſt hardly ofanother man, 
& he alſo is hardly perſwaded of thee: - 
Thusthelord doth cauſethicetobe tif 
creditedin the hartesofothers,as thou 
24143 B 2 mea- 
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True it s;thatthe partic may finne,and 
{dae vety ill, it he ſuſpe& without uſt 
joan rms pear a 
-fiſpeR, throitgh an immoderate loue 
ofhinaſelſe; 


. s here ſomtime to be conſtdered, who 
ſeeing the cauſe to beiult, doth lire 
«Vp ſuch ſuſpitions in hisminde: Then, 
x0: returne to. ourpurpole; If we wyll 
-auodydeancyyll name,then wemuſta- 
Yoyde all 'euyIlſurmiſes and deuiles a- 
gaynſt others : and this the Scripture 
doth alſo forbid, vs. For, Eccle. 7.the 
Wyſe man, from the moiithof God, 


other dumme creatures, ſhall diſcloſe the 
#hing, rather then it_ſhalbe kept cloſe. 


euyll, or itnagine jI! on our b 
_ declare our deepe counfelles, euen vn- 
to them that lie-in our boſomes:; and 
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others1nthy hare; 


as he doth thus 


yet,the worke ofthe Lord 


doth forbid ys,#o thinke yll of the King in 
eur bed chambers,becauſe that byrdes,and 


"This then muſt make vs _ do 


orto 


this, 
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this; as itis good means to prouide 
for a good name; ſd itis aſpeciallrule of 
all godlynefle, when we'be'afrayde, 
not of open finnes alone, but euen'of 
the ſecrete" cogitations''of .the hart,” 
Thus we haye heard the firſt ſtep that 
leadeth to good name.. The ſecond re- 
mayneth to be declared, and thatis,@ 
godly iclowfie ouer a mans owne do- 
inges, thatthey may not breede ſuſpi- 
tion of euill. For it dothoften come to 
paſſe, that albeit a man doe not that, 
which is{1mply euill:yethe may tuſtl 
_ beſuſpeed, and ſuffer ſome blemy 
in his good name : and for this cauſe 
doth the Apoſtle charge vs, Toprocure' 
honeſt things in the ſight of God and man. 
For this cauſe he commaundeth vs, 
that 1/there be any thing honeſt, or, 1f 
there be any thing of good report, that we 
muſt folow;andtharwemuſt imbrace. 
Iris notenough therefore,that mendo 
fay, I did thinke no euyll, Imeane no 
4d B 3 harme. 
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monly ſayd, Eyther GodqrtheDeuil 


harme. For ifthrough want of care,or 


- ofdiſcretion,thou haueventuredvpon 


the occaſion,” thou haſt geuen great 
matter of euill-ſpeaches, to thy great 
diſcredite. If then we will auoyde this: 
cuillname,we muſt auoydeallthinges 
that'bryng it: For, when -men wyll 
care lytle'to- glue occaſion, then the - 
Lorddoth cauſean euyll report tobe 


| layde vpon them, that thoſe which 


in deede are deſperate, :may ſuffer 


aſt diſcredite, and they that be orher- 


be reclaimed fromthe ſame. 


wiſe,may 


 Andſurely,ſuch isthe crookednefle of 


mans nature, that yf the Lord ſhould 
not take this courſe, cuen his chyldren 


-woulde fall into many finnes : there- 


fore it is moſt requiſite, that men-be 
mindful lro auoyde occaſions, andio 
much the rather, becauſe.as itis com- 


ſtandatthy elbowtoworkevponthee, 
Let vs fee thisinſomecxample of our 


COM 


preached by M:Creenham, 
common lyfe. Thou art anightgocr, 
walking abrode ar inc6uenient times ; 


atthar time ſome charged 


thou artburthened & charged with it. 
Agayne, thou vſeſt todeale roo fami- 
liarly and lightly with aMayde; ſhe 
is gotten with chylde, and the faults 
layde on thee ; hereof thou haſt gmen 
ſuſpition,becauſe thouhaſt binanight 
goer,and ſuch a one as haft dealt wan- 
tonly with the Mayde, albeit thou be 
free from the very ta&t. Now, yfthon 
be the chylde of God, andyfthou be 
guyded by his good ſpirit,thenwillhe 
teach thee to take profite by this falſe 
report, and tofay thus with thy ſelfe: 
Lord, thow knoweſt that Iam cleare 
from this very acte,yerit was my ſinne 
to' giue'any ſuch occaſion, whereby 
men might-ſuſpe& me; this ſinne, O 
Lorde;'1am-guyly of, and I know, 
thou, for this ſinne haſt afflicted mo 
juſtly,yer Ec" ſcethy mercie 
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inchis, that whereas in decde, I have 
commitred. many; innes, thou: hai 
ed ouer them, . and; taken, this, 
255 am not-ſo.much guyle: ſo 
OO mercifull father, Ido. rather 
erfor righteoulneſle, then for.my 
panlgrIgn and my.{inne; yea, holy 
father, I do beholde thy tender mercy 
in this. rowardes me, that by this cuyll 
pho thou goclt . about to; ſtay.me. 
from the finne,and to preuent me,that = 
I may neuer fall ACK ſame; where- 
fore art ir hath bin thy good plea- 
{ure.to.deale thus with me: beholde 
ord, 1 do repent me of my former 
nnes,aod promyſc before thee, _ 
carc, neyther to;do.this, nor 
cl clinne Op pn he Ly 1 
you, the £90 which a 
go byſde of God; through Gods 
pitite, will rake of this ſlanderous re+ 
proch, after he hath; received ſome 


godly.forow, for gauing the. ooelnn 
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of chat repo, But beholde the contra- 
rie worke of Satan inthe hart of ynbe- 
leeuers, for he will ſoone teach rheny 
theirletſon,and cauſethemro-ſay thus; 
Whar, doththe churleaccuſemewith- 
outacauſe, doth he fatherſucha villa- 
nous ate vpon me, who neuer deſer- 
ned itat his handes? ſurely he ſhalnot 
ſayſo for nought, 1 will make his fay- 
ingtrue,and wildo the thingin deede; 
Confidet then this, you that-feare the 
Lord, and ſec-in how tickelyſh;ſate 
they do ſtande, which hauegenen oc- 
calion, and in what great danger they 
be. to. be brought to, ro commir the 
lame, orlykefinncafterwarde, There- 
fore, yt any man-wilbe ſure to keepe 
his 20od name, then muſt hekeepe him 
ſelfe from all ſuch occaſions, 2s in any 
wyſe might impayre or hinder it. And 
this much for: Ki ſecond ſtep, where- 
by-weryle to.4-g00d name: i | | 
- Thus we haye heardoftwodegrees 
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towarde 42004 name, inthe auoyding 
of eiil,and the occafions thereof. And 
theſe indeede,haueagreat forcetoſtay 
an cuil name: but ſurely,they be nota- 
ble to buyldevp x pk Epen, & credite 
among men. 'To theſe therefore there 
muſtbeaddedathirdthing,whichharh 
moſt ſpeciall force tothis purpoſe,and 
_that is, that we be plentiful in good 
workes. This doth our ſauiour chatg 
vs to be carefull of, when he fayth, Let 
your lyght ſo-fhyne before men, that they 
may ſee your good workes. Many men re- 
pineatthegoodreport ofanotherma, 
and they be greatly greeued, becauſe 
they them ſelues benotin the lyke, or 
fome greater credite' : Bur alas, they 
ſhoulde rather be greeued at them .. 
{clues, becauſe the fault'is in them: 
For, they tegarde not to doe good, 

or 


an therefore the bk = effe , 
them and-their credite. Well then, 
y | e 


preached by M. Greenbam, 
he thar wylbe commended, :muft do 
the thynges "that be: commendable; 
he: muſt -doe:good-workes,' yea; he 
muſt do good; and purſue. it : yer we 
muſt know, that'ir is 'not' one /pood 
worke, nor'two; nor three, that'can 
gayne” vs\4;g00d name in deede”: but 
it is required of vs; that we be'Riche 
in well: doing ,, and continually i geuen 
to 'euery..good worke .' For as pretious 
oyntment((whereunto 4 yoou' ndpe is 
lykoned) is made of many and moſt 
excellent ſimples :'ſoz zvod name 'can- 
not begotten, but by many and moſt 
-excellent- vertues .. Now. when'we 
feele our ſelues affefted_togood;and 
to all maner of-goodnefſle,” then are 
- we | warely to ſee to rivo "thynges. 
Firſt, thatall our workes be donewith 
a fimple-and finceere- affections fe- 
onally tharthey be-done with good 
diſcretion.: For when athyng is done 
vndiſcreerely;/ and 'without-aduice, 


it 


it looſeth the grace and beautie of the = 
deede: and therefore,though the ym 
be good, yet ws 7p prayſe. doth 
come-of it, becauſe it was not done 

with good diſcretion : likewiſe, when 
men do things with finiſter affections, 
_ and toſomeother ende, then to the 
p_ of God, they do commonly 
looſe theprice of their doinges : and: 
hereof it commeth to paſſe, that many 
men,which do-good.workes to merite 
by them, ortowinthe fauour of their 
ſuperiours, 'or tobe of good report 
amongſt the people, or to ſome ſuch 
other ende:wheh Iiay,men do things 
to:this ende, the Lord puniſheth them 
with the contrary:and inſteade of de- 
ſemuing glory, he powreth confuſion 
vpon-them : in-ſteade'of honour, he 
geueth contempt: and in ſteade of ri- 
ches, beggarie.' And. albeit men may 
pretende the1glory of God;Fnd face 
out their-wickednefle with a Co- 


/ 


/ 
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lour, yet-the Lord: will bring their 
wickednells 0 1yYE ght.: And truely it is 
marueylousto ſee, how the Lord lay- 
cth folly vpon ſuch men, ſo' that i 
though. that in'their wyſedome, they 
thinke to bleare the eyes of all menzyet 
the ſimplefort doth beholde their foo- 
lyſh ſhyftes, to their diſcredite; there» 

re hen thou haſt done well, and 
yetatt ill reported off; donot: t 
way ſtorme-agaynſt him which hath 
ray{cd vp this report onthe: neyther 
dothou ouer haſtely: cleare thy ſelfe; 
but rather-before the Lord examine 
thine owne hart, and ſeewith wharafs 
{c&tion thou haſt done-it, Ahd-if we 
finde wickedneſſe in our hartes, then 
letvs behumbled beforethe Loodind 
know,thathehath cauſed vsto be thus 


ol erroff: firſt, to corret,and ſe- 
ndly to try. vs. For, when the Lord 
doth ee vs.ſyke Scribes and Phariſees 


raking ao thenhe doth yu 


_ vatoa {igheand ftcelyng of ourfinnes; 


fortby it;then he may commendhint 
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vs, with; the lofſe. of our labour, and 
with ſhameamong men,to {eeifthere= 
by he can bringvsto the fight of finne, 
which: betoze;--we- neither woulde, 
nor.could fee.” And agayne, when we. 
haue thus done, -hedoth rrie vs, whes: 
ther there, be any goodnefle in | our” 
which may moue vs to continue: 
in well doing, notwithſtandyng we 
be cuyll ſpoken off. Heerethen we ee 
whar fruite we muſt make of ſuch re- 


portes, namely, they mult firſt bring 


and ſecondly, they muſt cauſe vs with 
great vprightneſſe to continue in well 
doi | True it15, that a man may be 
—_—_ to haue had'this or thatpur- 
poſe in his-doinges, although he haue 
done the thinges in the fimplicitic of 
his hart but, when ai:man through 
examinationfdoth finde-his hatt vp- 
right, then; he receyuetl.great com- 


{clfe 
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ſelfe vnto-the Lord, and his cauſe into 
his handes, for the-Lorde mayntey- 
nceth good tongues and/hartes:: buthe 
will cut out the tonguethat-ſpeaketh 
lyes. He will cauſe the-ryghteouſ- 
neſle of the. ryghteous-to: thyne: as 
the noone day, and as:the Sunne af- 
ter acloude ; but the wicked ſhalbe 
coucred with: their owne confuſion; 
as with a cloake. This ſhall the godly 
ſee, and ;rejoyce- therein: burt-the 
mouth of the wicked —_— 
Thus. we. haue runne through theſe 
thynges,whereby a good name may be 
gotten:and not only that, but wherby 
aman may be preſcrued in«goodname; 
and credite-; and therfore ſurely more 
to. be regarded and-obſerucd of vs. 
For, firſt of all- we ſeewhat-force the 
good credite'of the reformed Chur- 
ches hath toperſwade mentoimbrace 
trueth,and how ſoone men wilbe mo- 
ved: to coutinue ſtedfaſt, when _ 

$ cc 


_ wasas greataprayle to keepe prayle, 
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ſcethe ſteadfaſt Lirver a of good 
men:in.all-godlyneſſe, Agayne, we 
know whar:great offence is geuen to! 
the weake; when: whole cliurches, of 


ſomepenticuler perlons;do, notſtaride 


incredite,normaynteyneby g00d ": 


their good name, which they had: 
ten 


greatvertucs. Thewvery heather 
did feethis, and-therefore' they ſay, it 


as 10 ger:itiiyea; and when they fa 
what grearinconuenience i nt woulda. 
ryſe,vwhenmen did not farisfie the &%- 


rion of the thought 
ay ind apleric ne good 


xeport-among imen, then to-looſe it = 
after it had bin- ren: therefdte, 0 


ſhut vp this whole matter inoneword; 
it any many if/any houlſthold, if any 
rowne, If ntrey, be. careful to 
haue anhoneſt repont-afbongſt? mehr, 
then rhey muſt eſchew'enyll anddoc 
a they ſeeke peace, and 

| purſue 
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: preached by M.Greenhans. 
purſue it? and if orice hauing tend 
good name, they would: oor 
the they muſtvicthe ſame meanes:&e; 


ſ> ſhall they haveit both of Godand 
man. . Now, becauſe mien do ſuffer 


ported of among 
to confider what So Fer vie we 
may make ofſuch reproches, and euill 


| teportes; and this we ſhall do'the bet- 


ter, if we confider and know, ypon 
what groundes thefe Teproches do a- 
riſe. Firſt therefore we mult learne; 
that men miy be ill reported of eyther | 
for euill, or well doing. When'men 
therefore: are cuill ſpoken of they muſt 
ttie firſtwhether it be for cuil,or good: 
and,if ir befor cuill, then muſtrhey go 
a'degree further, to' finde whether it 
be for ſome euill worke which they 


 haye commirred,or for ſome occaſion 


which they haue giuen; Whena man 
Is cuill reported off i : 
I c 
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he hath done, that cuyll-deene of his 
iscyther manifeſtly knowen,or els vn- 
knowen.: And ſure it is a  hyrg moſt 

x dif- 


common amongſt men, 
credite for open fy He fines, yet - 


very fewe doc rofite by .it-: 
Forſ ome Geng 1 And a 
what men. ſay of them, gow there- 
fore in deede are —_ to. receyue = 
any profite by ſuche: reportes,: there- 
forcafter the moſt ſharpe and ſeueere 
cenſure of the Churche, they muſt 
be: committed: to: the handes of the 
Magiſtrate,to be puniſhedin the purſe 
and the body.: and yet ſurely, {uche 
are their whoryſhe. faces, that-there 
is ſmall hopeof amendement inthe. 
For, It pas often come to oy ON 
ey W [l not: c 
' Churche, can not receyue-profitcby 
the Magi rate. Therefore after. 
this, they muſt be. left to:#he:Lorde 
to TOE yit helus wyll, by ſome ex- 
| Ua- 
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traordinatie meanies vpon their hartes, 
which” are exceedyngly hardoned. 
Other ſomethere be, who being pur 
to open ſhame;are ſorowful in deede: 


openſhame, rather then for this, that 
they haue ſinned agaynlſt the Lorde:. 
Theſeareinſome degree better then 
the former, and-yet they comenotſo 
farasthey ought to do : For the deuill 
hauing bewitched the, doth perſwade 
them, that it is no ſuch marteras men 
would make it,and thatas a wonder la- 
ſteth but ninedayes,ſo this ſhameſhal- 
beofnolonger cotinuance.Thus they 
are letred, ſo that the ſhame can not 
finke into their hartes, there to worke 
godly ſorrowe, which may bryng 
orth vnfeygned repentance. This is 
dayly ſcene in Theeues and Whores, 
and 'ſuche lyke. malefaftours, who 
though they-make large promiſes of 
amendement, yerthe puniſhment be-. 
: _— ng 
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ingpaſſed, they fallinto their forme 
filthineſſe ag;\yne :'but ſome thynke, 
thatthey do diſſemble, and deale de- 
ceitefully:burT thinke;that cheythinke 
as they ſpeake, and that they ſpeake 
with ſorow no . For, will a 
Theefe purpoſeto ſteale agayne;whet! 
heisto be hanged: Will; childe | 
poſe to play the wanton, whetrhe is 
a beating *- no:doubtleſle: butirtthe * 
one, 'there is chy{difhneſle'to ſpeake 
without aduice; 1n the others fernile- 
neſle; to be mooued with nothyng 
bur preſent feare. I graunr indeede, 
that there is hipoctafiie in them* yer 
that groſſe- hipocfaſte, whereby men 
| labour to deceyue others; is notin_ 
—_ : bur that moſt _ and _ 
erous hipocraſie, - whereby the 
Jeull hath beguyledrheir owne hart 
through his ſubriltie.” This witcherie 
of the devill, T 'fay; is the Cauſe wy 


many promyſing amendement, 'do 
| 4 noe . 
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-not performe the/{ame. Thus we ſee 
how men doe. miſſe of that: profite, 
which ought tobe reaped- of. open 


ſhame, We therefore are to take a bet- 


— 2—_ 


with contemed myndes, take:the pu- 
-niſhment as a correction. from.the 
Lord,and yet mourne and be greeued 
forthe finne: and yet in ſuch -maner, 
In place to, Gods tuſtice in pu- 
the 


ng, we can labour for mercie in 
.theforgiueneſle of finnes. Secondly, 
_— when we could keepe thefinne 


ſe 
con feſle,and.fay, Agaynſr thee 0 Lord, 


we.can yet- with Danzd, freely 
C3. hgue 
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haxe Tſinned. This if we can do, it isa 


ſure argument thatour ſorowis godly, 


and that we haue profited well by thar 
reproch which our finne did bryng 
vppon vs. As the ſinne is fomeryme 
ſo euident,that'it can not be couered: * 
ſoagayne;the finne in-deede maybe 
commirted, and yet eyther not kno» 

wen, nor ſuſpeed, or els probableby 
ſuſpitions : when the ſinne is'in'this 

e, the Lorde may caufe a'man 
that. hath ſo ſinned, to be accufed;.or 
euyll ſpoken of for that ſinne.” Heere 
the partie offendyng, muſt firſt learne 
todeale wylcly, and in ſuche-maner, 
as the ſinne may be kept cloſe ſtyll, 
_ yf itmay be done without any other 
{inne. Bur yf an othe of the Lorde 
berequired, then yf we giue God the 
loxy, though it be with our owne 
ame, and- confeſle the fault: . Se- 
condly, that for the profiteThat muſt 
be made of ſuch reportes,” we muſt 
==. learne 
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learne with: thankefull hartes to. re- 
ceyue this mercifull chaſtiſement of 
the Lorde, and acknowledge it to his 
prayſe, for he mighthaue puniſhed vs 
forthoſe ſinnes,which were manifeſt, 
yet. he hath paſſed ouer them: he 
might haue made theſe knowen, but 
he ſpared our name and our'credite: 
therefore, for a ſeconde. fruite, this 
. mercic of the Lorde, muſt leadeys to 
repentaunce, and to an earneſt ſorow 
for all our -ſinnes. For it were too. 
too groſle, that we ſhoulde continue 
in ſinne, becauſe we cannot be con- 
_ uitedof finne: For if the. Lorde did 

not-myſlyke thy finne, why ſhoulde 
he ray{e ſuche areport on thee? Why 
ſhaulde he faue thy good name, yf he 
were not minded toſhew theemercy? 
Andyfhe woulde not haue thee, with 
all'thy'hart-to repent thee of all thy 
{mnes, why-doth he whippe thy na- 
ked- conſcience for ancs TREE 


— CDC. i. 9 Or 
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if by ths louing kindneſſe, we be not 
; ledde yato repentance, verely it wyl- 
ſhed. Thus we. haue heard, how an 
cuyll name doth. ariſe of finne com- 
_ mitted, and what profite muſt be ta- 
* ken hereof... Now letys further con- 
fider, how a man muſt profite by an 
vedit 2x orncongbre when hehath 
_ onely fayledin thisgthat he hathgeuen 
occalion to be ſuſpeced of anyieuyll, 
38 06 i. cfepolar. 5_R 
when eytl Kr g00d dUCLLCS Are EVtner 
altogcather — or done with 2 
£rudging minde, or as. it were of con- 
traynt, This report muſt teach-thee, 
that although thou be not ſo cuyll as 
men woulde make thee, yet-thou-art 
notſo goad, as. thou qughteſtt0/be. 


Therefore by this thou muſt learne to 
be more carefull of doing&od, ſots 
do it with greater and bener corager 


for! 
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forthe Lord louetha chearefull giyer,. 


The ſeconde occaſion is inwarde, 
which although: no man can finde 
our, yet the Lord for thy good, doth 
cauſe me'to [peake euyll-of thee forit, 


This inwarde occaſion is, when thy 
harthath eyther'giuen ſome full con- 
fentto do euyll, orat leaſt hath much 
wandered in thinking of it. Heere the 
Lord doth take the time, and fuffereth 
men-to report of thee, that thou haſt 
_ done that, which in deene thou haſt 
got done; yet in thy hart thou haſt ta- 
ken p caſure in'it, Then the way to 
prone bythis,is,to confeſle the good- 
nefle of the Lord, who will not haue 
theetofall into: ſuch finne, as myght 
hs can et For, ſuch isrhe na: 
ture'of man, that yt an euyl thought 
do long tary in £ wa i withe 
hardly reſtrayned, before ir come to 
the outwarde ae.  Agayne, by this 
report thus rayſed on vs, we mult 
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take occaſion to call backe our ſelues, 
yE-we haue conſented to euyll, and 
with;griete:to be ſorowfull for it: - 
or, yt-we-hane not as yet conſented, 
we'mult labour «ta prefle the heate 
of our; afteions, and quench them - 
by the mroyſture mt 7 worde.:And 
thus muche ſhalbe ſufficient for thoſe 
reportes, ' which. aryſe -of ſome juſt 
proundes and occaſions. The laſt 
- poyntto be handledinthis wholecaſe - 
is, to ſee what vie muſt be made of 


thoſe reportes, which be altogeather 
. falſe, 264 have neyther-grounde- nor 
good beginning. Far, it may cometo 
paſſe, that when aman hath auoyded_ 
euyll, and done good : when he hath 
ſhunned the occaſion of euyll, and 
doneall good with nm rote art, | 
yet hema beve rted of,and - 
his oat dt ow it tliis 
befall any man, canton þ 


thatits the de bis doing, and- 
rhat 


preached by M.Greethans, 
thatthe Lorde doth it, eytherito-cor- 
re& finne, or cls*to prenent'/it : the: 
_ Lorde I fay, doth by this means, 
ſomeryme correQi1inne, eytherin te' ? 
fame kynde, :or'in ſome-orher.” Ti 
the'ſame' kynde he dealeth-thus: he 
ſuſfereththee tobe compted*an' ads: 
ulterer," yet thou doeſt now lyue 
chaſtly,”and hareſt that filthy ſinne, 
Bur, then heſeeth that thou haſt ey= 
ther been an adulterer, and haſt not 
repented at-all: Or, yt thou haſt-ſo- 
daynely repented; yet now thou be- 
inneſt to fayle; and'to coole in the 
atred' of that finne. Agayne; yt af-- 
ter examination, thou finde thy ſelfe 
cleere in that finne : yet knowe;, that 
the Lorde; by 'that report, doth cor- 
rete ſome -finne quite contrarie'vn- 
to itt as, yt thou ſhouldeſt be” accu-? 
ſed, becauſethou loueſt notthy wyfe, 
whereas in dhedethouloaiither 00 
well. Or ets otherwyſc:"'He _ 
FE; cc 
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theeto be. counted an adulterer, thar 
| thou mighreſt be brought to. ſee thy 

' -  eouctous hart : and to.fay all in one 
worde.weſhall neuer maketrue yſe of 
| -  reportss, vntill we haue bin brought 
to ſec, and repent of ſome perticular 
ſinne,which-either we ſaw not beſoxe, 
or els had not throughtly repented of. 
Furthermore, it may come to paſſe, 
that we hauing done all good ducties, 
| auoyded all euyll, and examined our 
repentance,cuen for perticular ſinnes, 
yet ſhall we be euyll ſpoken of a- 
mongy 'men : Here we muſt know, 
that the Lord by reportes, doth fore- 
- warne vs of euyl! ro come. We are 

reported to be of the Family of loue: 
hereby we arc warned to take heede, 
that we fall not into the ſinne : And ſo 
foorth of other reportes, when any 
ſuch reportes are caried-about of vs, 
we muſt be made ſo much the more 
warie,that we fall not into that finne - | 

| an 
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and according to the” Apoſtles rule, 
enuf bon ors theeorfe oi 
 ſalnation in feare:Which,that we  . 
' may do, the Lord grauutfor _ 
© © his Chriſtes ſake.to whom 
_ beprayſefor eucrin 
+ i NI Che : 
Amen. 
ey 
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rmon;2s it waspreached by 
M: Richard Greenham. 
© Thetext asfoloweth. 


Luench not the ſpirit. :;Theſli.5.19; | 
Faiz the dofrine 


8 | of the Scriptures may 
>; (be briefly referred to 


+» . 
wa» 
- 

_ 
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A 7 R otheſetwoheades. Firſt 
2 Chow We may be pre- 
DO = 
SERA ” pared tg reciue the 
Ipirite of God.'S 


Paul having labored to inſtru the 
Theſſalonians,in the former part of this 
Epiſtle,how they may recetue the ſpi- 
- rite, doth heere teach them how to 
keepe and continue this ſpirite vnto 
the cnde:and this the Apoſtle doth by 

. geuingthemacharge and commaun- 
dement,that in no wiſethey do _ 
| the 
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the ſpirit: therefore doubleſſeteaching, 
Cee the ſunnyng of cuyll,is the firſt 
_ſteppe vnto goodnefle, fo the readie 
- way to continue the ſpirite of Godin 
our hartes, is to labour that-it:be not 
- quenched. Now the Apoſtle vpon a 
 'preatand weighty confideration,doth 
SS deliver this precept. For fuſt of 
All, though all thoſe be worthely and 
 iuſtly condenined, that neuer taſted 
of are of God: yer as our faut- 
our Chriſte fayth, A-more juſt and 
tearefull condemnation isliketocome 
vppon them, that hauyng once-r6- 
ceyued it, doth afterwardes looſe the 
ſame. Moreouecr,without this ſpirit of 
God, no holy exerciſe can hauehis 
' full effe& : For, the worde worketh 
not, where the ſpirit is wantyng,pgay- 
. ers haueno power to pearce beforethe 
ge of Et wg ls ſeeme 
mall and ſcely thinges in our.eyes. 
andalloth Land” oy exetrcCilcs wh ch 


God hath grauntcd and ordeyned for 
man: They are vnprofitable to man, 
where the ipiritis nor preſent to con- 
ucy them into.ourharts,there to ſceale 
rpthe fruite of them. Laſt ofall, weare 
tte to reciue_no good. grace at Gods 
handes: nay,we do not cſteeme'Gods 
graces, when'we hauc not the ſpirit 26 
teach vs.to ſctadue price ofthem:for, 
ſpeake of the Law, of tlic Gaſpell, of 
nne, 'of righteouſneſſe : ſpeake of 
Chriſt,or of qurredemption,& iuſtift- 
cationby nes Hedy of that high 
and waighty heaucns,of glory where- 
with the cle ſhalbe crowned; all this 

moueth not,weare litteaffeted there- 
with, vnleſſe God giue vs of this good 

ſpirite, to profite by rhe ſame. The ' 
poſtle therefore with good reaſon, 

gaue this precept, ang we for many 

cauſcs,are tolyſtenvntoTtJeaſtbyany 
meanesthe ſptritof God be quenched 
myvs,and ſo we depriue our {clues - 
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all the fruites. Now whereas the Apg- 
ftle ſayth, Quench not the ſpirit, it may 
appeare he ſpeaketh tothoſe that had 
eady receyued it. For,as the fire can 
not be ſayd tobe quenched, where it 
is-not : na Foo be ſayde t6 
 quenchor lope the CE haue 

notas yet receyued the ſpirit. Then 
know, that this precept doth properly 
belong to them, that haue receyued 
theſpiritof God, and they eſpecially 
are tomike a ſpecial vie of it : for\the 
other, it can not-profite them, vnleſſe 
that, as the ſeedelying in the grounde . 
along time, doth allerirnede-takded 
and become fruitefull; ſo _— 
nueth their myndes, tyll they haue ta- 
ſted (in ſomie good fort) of the - 
of God.andthenbreedein themſome 
carefulnes,that they do not quench it. 
Well then, to them that haue felrand 
foundethe fpirite of God in them, to 
.themfayth S. Paulin this place: Take 
F 202 NJ'Y heedt, 


heede, that ye quench not #he ſpirite; Of 
this,if we do ſomewhat ſeriouſly con- 
{ider, theſe queſtions will offer. them . 
ſelucs.and ſoone ariſe in our mindes. 
Firſt, how we may know whether we 
haue the ſpirit of God; or no. Second- 
ly, if we haue it, whether it may beloſt 
orno : which if they bewell and fuff1- 
cientlyconfidered;wil doubtleſſe gi 
oreat forcetothisprecept.Forthe 
yfwe will now whether wehanethe 
ipiritorno;we muſt ſurely vnderſtand; 
thatas he knoweth that he hath h 
which feelcth itin himſelfe: fohe 
knoweth whether hehauethe ſpirit of 
God;that feeleth the ſpirit working #n 
him: Ti we will further know, by the 
nongy working and effectes-of the 
pirite,then let vs marke theſe. Firſt of 
all, if there be nothing in mar{Þutthe 
nature of man;ifnothinghutthat may 
beobteyned:by thenature and indu- 
firic of aman, then ſurely inthat man, 
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Enorthe ſpiritof God: for the ſpirie 
sfrom 'God, it is from aboue;itis a- 
.,boue nature: and therefore the Apo- 
"Medoth ſerthe ſpirit of God; againſt 
the ſpirit ofthe worlde;when he faith: 
We haue receined the fpirite not of the 
worlde, but of God: Belide,the ſpiritof 
Godis'cternal;andendureth foreuer:: 
burall the doinges and deviſes ofmen 
they periſh,andiin time haue an cnde. 
Therefore though a man haue wyſe- 
dome with great knowledge, though 
in witand skill he paſſe and .excell the 
common ſort of men : yet, if from” a- 
boue he haue nor bin inlyghtned, if = 
from heaucn his wyſedome- be not 
ſanctified, his «ref area thall decay, 
his wyſedome wyrher like grafle,and 
as yet he hath nor taſted of the ſpirite © 
of God, that endureth for euer: And 
therefore fayth'S: Paul -: We''teachr the 
myſteries of God; which none;no not; the 
Prances, and the men of this worlde,which 
ix D 2 are 
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are_aboue others moſt excellent, are not 
able to vnderſtande; Secondly, confi- 
der whetherthere bein thee any alte- 
ration or change : for the wyſe-men 
that were expert in nature, coulde fay, 
That in+euery generation t2ere-1s a 
corruption : 10 that as ſecede in the 

rounde,{o ſinne in our natural body 
hould decay,that the new man might 
be rayſed vp, the ſpirit of God taking 
poſſcsſion in our ſoules. Therefore 
theEuangeliſt 70h» doth make this,the 
firſt worke ofthe ſpirit, that it ſhall re- 
buke the worlde of ſfinne : and this (o 
needefull, that without it, there is not 
the ſpirite of God, neyther yer can 
Chriſt come and enter into that man. 
Hereof it was that Chriſt compared 
the Iewes to Chyldren in the market 
place, who woulde not daunce, though they 


becauſe they had notfirſt learned with 
lohn to mourne : for they that by the 
prea- 


—_ 


were piped onto : and thereafon was, ' - 
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preaching of 70h», learned to lament 
their ſinnes, fortheir ſinnes were pen- 
ſlue,nay rather their owneſoules, they 
 receyued Chriſt,they daunced and re- 
loyced to heare the ioyfull rydinges 
of the Goſpel. Therefore Chriſt ſauth, 
T hat the Whores a Hg ws into 
tht kingdome of heanen ({ecing they la- 

Jeoiger, pap. ws before the WA 

Phariſees, which withno remorce wete 
rouched for their ſinnes. And forthe - 
fame cauſe itis,that Chriſt calleth vato- 
him, them onely that laboure, ani aft 
heaxie loden : teaching them, that'yf 
they finde not ſinne a heauy loadeand 
burthen to them, they haue not rhe 
ſpirit of God,neyther are they fitte to 
reccine Chriſt . Then to be rebuked 
of ſinne, is the firſt worke of the ſpirit, 
Which the ſpirit Nh, vs by theſe 
egrees. Firſt,-it rayleth yppon'Vs 4 
great and generall 'aſtoniſhment, be- 
cauſe of all theſe prear/and' greeuous 
7 D x ſinnes 
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finnes that we haue; committed, and 
this doth ſtrike vs downe, itdoth terri- 
fie vs, and holde vs amazed woonder- 
fully:then it dealeth with vs more per- 
ricularly; and beſides that, it bringeth 
vs vnto a ſpeciall griefe for ſpeciall 
finnes, doth bereaue vs of our chicte 
deſires, and' bringeth vs out of. con- 
ceite of the beſt thinges thatare in vs: 
for,then.it doth diſplay vnto vs the va- 
nitie 'and iraq of. our vnder- 
ſtanding,” how vnfit and vamecte we 
are to vnderſtande and conceaue the 
thynges, that: do aboue all others ef- 
pecially concerne vs ; then doth-it let 
vs ſee = pcruerſe corruption. of our 
grant, that before God, and in 
ynges belongyng to God; we beg 
bruice ys ors able to: diſcerne 


thirigesthat differ, nox.to,put a ſounde 
difference berweene goodand euyll: 
thendoth it ler vs ſee that our reaſon 
i varcaſonable, nay that itis hunfull 
Teeth s: VI 
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ynto vs,a-great enemie to fayth;and 
a great /patrone of infidelitic;and-yn- 
beliefe;, When it commethi torour af 
fections,it turneth th&:vplide:downe; 
It turneth our myzth into:mourning, 
and pleaſure -intozpaynefulnefſepand * 
our great delyght” into molt , bitter 
gnefe:If itproceede further;andeome 
onceto the hart,/ and to the tomacke 
—— that is in vs, them-Jticut- 
ecthvsto the'quicke, then doth itar 
oncethrow vs downe inhunility vn- 
der the hand of God: for,'whylewe 
had to deale with men; we were-as 
ſtoute as 'any, and would not ſtart for 
the beſt. We had reaſon to ſee for our 
ſcelues, and courage” to defende: our 
ſclues' agaynſt all: them thats dyd 
deale with' vs: but now' the ſpirite 
draweth vs-into the preſence of God, 
irlettethvsſeethatwe hauetodo with 
God, and that our ſtrength is weake- 
neſſeinreſpeRofhim. Thenourhartes 


et 
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begin to fayle vs, then do we lay our 
handes on our mouthes, and dare not 
an{were, then-do- we quickly take = 
our crofſe, becauſe the Lord himſelfe 
hath done it. Beholde here now the 
_ fpiriteworketh, beholde how ſinne is 
hernia kigay aihnbptp 
herethisinhimiſc uredly ſay, 
that the ſpiric of God is in him, chat 
is/not-in'vayne in him, it is myghtic 
andliuely in operation inhis har:And 
thethirdenote andeffeR, isthe bring» 
ingforwarde of this worke vnto juſt; 
fication : for whenas the ſpirite hath 
brought vs thus farre, thendothit be- 
ginneto openvntovsa doore vnto the 
graces &fauour of God: itdoth putir 
into'our mindes, that there: is mercic 
with God,and therefore ſtyrreth vs vp 
to ſecke. mercie at his.handes : after 
that, it doth let vs ſee how-Chriſt ſuf- 
fcred, to take away the ſinnes: of the 
worlde, that in the righteouſneſſe:of 
oy -.: U Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, we may looke to be uſtified 
before God; And this it-doth-not ler 
vs ſce only,bur doth effectually worke 
a ſure per{wafion of itin our hartes, 
and confirmeth the ſame by two'no- 
my _ - The-firſt - a10Y Vn» , 

pealable and glorious, wherwith our 
hartes muſt wo be taken vpandbra- 
uiſhed, when we:ſce out felues by the 
righteouſneſſe of Chriſt the free mers 
cie and gracc'of God, redeemed from 
death, delyuered from hell; and freed 
m the condition - of the wicked; 
| Theſecond is the peace of coſcience: 

which in decede, paſſeth all vnderſtans 
ding. While ſinne, and the guilt of 
ſinne remayned, there 'was no peace, 
noreſt,no.quietneſleto be founde, but 
feare, with terrours withour,and trou- 
bles on-euery ſide : But when finneis 
once: nayled-to: the croſſe of Chriſt, 
when the guiltof finne is taken our of 
our conſciences; and the puniſhment 
| D 5 there- 
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thereof far remoued,then muſt needes 
enſue: greatpeace : for” our enemics 


 darenotproceedeagainſtvs,our finnes 


are forgiuen- vs, and God is at one 
withvs : and for this,we haue the war- 


' rantand teſtimonie of the ſpirit. Can 


flcſhand blood per{wade' vs of it? can 
creature aſſure vs how God: is af- 
fected towardes vs?nodoubtlefl. And 
therefore where this 1oy andthispeace 
is,there muſt needesbetheholyghoſt, 
the author and worker of the fame: 
forasno man knoweth what isin man, 
bucthe ſpirit of man which is in hime 
ſo noneknoweth the will of God,but 
the ſpirit of God,andtherefore it isthe 
ſpirite of God that muſt certifie-out 
hartesiand ſpirites of the ſame. And 
hereof doth aryſe that;j\whichwe take 
as thenote, when weſcc.inourſclues, 
vnableneſle 
that-is in vs to do good: for'when a 
man doth finde fayoure with God, 

from 
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fromthe forgiueneſſe of finnes;theh 
the:loue of God coſtrayneth-him;thar 
toy; which he-conceiueth inforcerh 
him,and putterh lyfe into;him,for the 
performance of theſe thinges, which 
ons vnto God:then he begins ' 
neth'to finde himſelf: not:onely re» - 
tayned fronr euyll,, but applyed and 
framed tothat which is good, then: is 
his vaderſtanding inlyghtened, toſee 
intothe myſteries of godlyneſſe, and 
into the great rocke of his redempri; 
on,; and into whatlocucr concerneth 
the-ſaving health of his ſoule : then 
is his tndgement reformed, and heis 
made. able to, iudge betweene- falſe 
religion and : pure, betweene:. the 
workes of 'the fleſhe and the ſpirite, 
that which is. good andthat which is 
euyll, and diſpleafing in the ſyght of 
God. Then are his afte&ions 1nſome' 
gaod meaſure altered, his defire is ſet, 
not ypon earthly, but ypons heauenly 
: thinges | 


gloryof his God: This'is the lyfe of 
in 


__ ner it doth notappeare : therefore yt 


thinges, his joyes are not in the carth, 


- burtintheheauens, his anger is waſted - | 


and ſpent, not vpon his'owne private 


 caufeand quarrels, but vpon his owne 


ſinnes; and whatſocuer hindereth the 


inhim; thus he lyueth that hath 
receyued the ſpirite, and thus he lea- 


_ dahhislyfecontinually:for they that 
moat? = eſpirit, areledby the 


ſpitit,and do lyue accordingly,bryng- 
ing foorththe fruites of the ſpirit. But 


this hath weakenes joyned with itand 


men through frayltic may fall, and 
therefore their lyfe'is fayd To be hid in 
Chriſt, becauſe infull and perfeR ma- 


notwith ſtanding theſe frayltics and 
falles, we will know whether we ſtyl 
retayne the ſpirite of God, we mult 


ſearchour ſelues, and try our hartes by 
theſe rules. Firſt, if through frayltic 
we haue fallen (for who is he that fal 


eh 
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leth not?) If we willthenknow whe- 
ther by our fall we haueloſttheſpirite 
of God, let vs ſee what lyking,or.mil- 
lyking we haue of finne : for, if after 
our tall, we do holde our' formed has 
tred of finne, and tlie more we fallthe 
more through deadly hatred we con- 
ceaue agaynſtſinne; vndoubtedly the 
frayletic hath not as yet depriued vs 
of the ſpirite. Strwoddyriedane and fec 
how ſtandeth with thy ſorow : for 
ſo:long as this forow encreaſeth for 
thy ſinnes. it cannot be thought that 
ſinneand the fleſhe, hath viterly quen- 
ched the ſpiritin thee, Thirdly,rry thy - 
care : and if thou grone'in a 
care, both how thou mayſtbe ableto 
wage battayle in the playnefielde with 
finne, and how thou mayſt preuent 
him in all his policies, thowhaſta fur- 
ther aſſurance that ſinne, although it 
beas great as Goliah, yet it hath not ' 
preuayled agaynſt thy. poore and oe 

7 Dawa, 
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Dazid, I ſay, agaynſt thoſe fewe ani 
{mall PR the good {pirtie of 
God hath/beſtowed vppon thee: bur 
the laſt,it ismoſt-certayne : and that is 
this, When' thou art caretfull to're- 
deeme that; which-by thy fall thou 
haſt loſt; and haſt a care to'runne 10 
much taſter forwarde, by how much 
more thou haſtbeenlented by thy fall: 
then it doth appeare that the ſpirite is 
| - : Inthee,yealyuely and mighty/inope- 
| ration, and ſuch as ſhall neuer be-ra- 
ken fromthe, vntyllthe day of Chriſt; 
Thus may we ini ſome good and com- 
- petent' meaſure proue, whether we 
'  -  hauetheſpiritof Godorno:forwhere 
il | the fruites are to be' founde, there is 
+ * alfotheſpiritofGod.Forfurthercon- 
_ firmation/ whereof; we'may note-the 
 manner-of {peache;'where heiayrh; 
Quench nat the ſpirit. We:do commons 
' lyfay, thefire is queniched, where the 
Lghtand heate thereot' is taken anay, 
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and in deede nothyng: can prope 
be fayd to be qhibet | = 
Now wheras the Apoftle faith; quench 
not the ſpirite, he giueth ys-to vnder- 
ſtande,that the ſpiritis 1n ſome reſpe& 
lyke vato fire : therefore ifwe do bur 
alytle confider of the nature of fire; 
we ſhall the better iudge of the ſpirit, 
And among others, we finde theſe 
properties of fire. Firſt,it wit conſume 
thynges conſumeable : and therefore 
lyghtingvponſtraw or ſtubble,or ſuch 
lyke; it bryngeth them to aſhes;.Se- 
condly,itdoth purgeand purifie thoſe 
thinges that: can abide to be purged: 
and this it doth, fyrſt by taking _ 
the ſuperfluitie' of drofle, that hath - 
- ouercouered the thing: to i | 
Secondly, by making the thing itſelfe 

purer & purer: Thirdly,it geueth light 
inthe darkeſt places : Fe Lf of all, it 
geueth -heate, and doth- as:/1t were 
 Withall; put lyfe into thoſe thynges 

whic 
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whichare capableof lyfe: for whileſt 
a manis frozen and ſtarued for colde, 
he is numbde; and as it were without 
lyfe : but being brought rothe fire, he 
is hot;he is reuiued, he is cheared, and 
then become actiueand nimble: theſe. 
are the properties of fire, and theſe do 
infome maner part reſemble vnto'vs 
the workes of the ſpirite: for when the 
= of God ſeaſeth ypona man,and 

enentreth into his ſoule, then it be- 
ginneth to waſt and conſume in him 
thoſe —_ luſtes, and other ſtub- 
ble which is in him. Secondly,it doth 
purpe vs from grofle ſinnes,and dayly 
more and more fume vs, that we may 
beacleane and holy Temple for lim 
to dwell in. Thirdly, it is a ſhynyng 
lyghr, oe burning and continual 
ing light vnto vs,nthatway whic 
2. 0 walke. And laſtly, heaterh 
and inflameth in'vs zalſeof Gods glo- 
rie, with a care of our ductie, and with 
a 


preached by M. Greenham:. ts: 
aloueofall mankinde-;yea, withaſlir 
puttcth lyfe and luſt into vs, to walke 
in that good way-in; which it doth 
leade vs; and doallthofe good workes 
by the which we may-glorifie-Gbd, 
and be commodious to men. Thus we 
{ce what lykelihood there is betweene 
. -theſpiriteand fire; nay itis called fire: 
 forlohnfayth; That Chriſt ſhould bap- 
if with the holy ghoſt, and with. fire: 
_ thatis, with the holy,ghoſt, which is 
| tykefire : Therefore, as truely-as' we 
- may ſay there is fire, where we- fee 
ftrawe and ſuch lyke thynges:conſu- 
med,or gold and a tinely purged; 
or great lyght in darke places, or great 
heate in bodyes that were nummed 
betore;euen ſo certainely. we may per- 
{wade our ſelues,that the {pirit of God 
isin.vs; when we ſee the corruption 
thatis in vs conſumed, our foules pur- 
ged-from the droſle of finne, otir hatts 


tnlyghtned and made hot in walking, 
E x and 
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and working according to the lyght; 
The ſeconde queſtion to be conſide- 
red is, whether tha--man which hath 
once taſted of the ſpirite, may looſe it; 
and haue it quenched-in him. To this 
it may be ſayd, that becaule the ſpirite 
of God commeth to,& worketh 1n di- 
q uers men,diueſly, in diuers meaſures; 
therefore we muſt conſider of the 
working of the ſpirite, and frame our 
an{were accordingly. Firſt then,there 
 tsalyghterand aleſler working ofthe 
ll; ſpirite, which may be quenched in 
18 them that haue it:and that this inferi- 
ll. ourorlefler kinde of jo be 
||| taken away, appeareth playnely by the 
| parableoftheſeedewhich our fauiour | 
Chriſt propoundeth, for that beſtdes 
them that receaue the worde into good 
grounae, and bring foorth fruites, ſome 
an. hundreth, ſome thirtie, ſome” ſixtie 
folde  hedoth alſo make mention of 
ſome-others that IN 
an 


we 
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and yet continued: not * aid what, 
had not theſe the ſpirite of God in 
them 7 yes doubtles: for they recea- 
ued the worde, yea, they receaued it 
gladly.andthatwhich is more,they be- 
leeuedir,when as they hadreceauedit. 
Beholde' then three fruites of good 
Ipirites intheſe men,and yet they con- 
tinue not : for they belecued indeede, 


but their fayth was temperacie,. it 


laſted but for a tyme,and after atyme 
itvaniſhed away, and the ſpirit depar- 
ted from them : for, eyther the plea- 


ſures or the profites of this lyfe did 


them vp, or els the fierie heate of per- 


ſecution did quite conſume- them: - 


ſc 


Moreplaine&notableforthispurpo 


draw out the graces of God, and dry 


is that, inthat other to the Hebrewes,: 


for there the Apoſtle ſayth, That: ſome: 
may taſte of the Joh ghoſt, and thereby be 


made to taſte of the good worde'of God, 


to be inlightned to receane heanenly giftes, 
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yea, and the taſte of the Iyfe to come > 
and what then': ſurely the Apoſtle 
ſayth, That if ſuch fall,” it is imposſible 
they 'ſhoulde be renewed : geuing vs to 
vnderſtande, that euen they that haue - 
_ + bininlyghtned, and thatthaue recea- 
_ued heauenly gyftes, and hauetaſted 
of the power of the lyfe to'come;euen 
fuch may fall away, and haue the ſpi- 
rite quenched in them. There is a ſe- 
conde kinde of working of the ſpirite, 
which'is a more effectuall working, 
which is neuer taken from them that 
have receaued it, this the Apoſtle de- 
{cribeth, when he fayth, That the cho- 
ſen of God, are begotten agayne of the in. 
 mmortall ſeede of the worde + that is, not 
a bare receauing, 'or lyght taſting of 
_ theworde;buritis thedeepe taſting of 
the ſame, whereby we are begotten 
and borne agayne. "The, Apoſtle 10h 
ſetteth downe an other note of that; 
laying ; That they that are thus borne 
agayne, 
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Agayne, can not ſinne : that is, can not 
make an occupation of {inne, they can 
not fall fat away by ſinne : and why? 
Becauſe the ſeede of Gods worde abydeth in 
them, m that {cede pages <4: 
were begotten toa MPuely hope of life, 
cuenthat ſcede p56 ew pr will 
abyde,cuen tothe ende. Who ſo is be- 
gotten agayne by this ſeede, and hath 
itabyding in him, that the ſpirite hath 
wroughtin him,which ſhall not be ta- 
ken from him, for that the- father is 
mightier then all : and therefore our 
fauiour Chriſt ſayd, T he wordes that 1 
ſpeake, ave ſpirite and lyfe : Therefore in 
an other place he ſayth, 1t :s imzposſible 
that the ele? ſhoulde be ſeduced. Then 
weleethe queſtion isanſwered:name- 
ly, thatthere is an-inferiour working, 
which rhay be loſt;and amoreeffecu- 
all. working, which can not be taken 
fromthemchat hauc it: And this muſt 
not ſceme ſtrange to vs, neyther muſt 
E 3 WC 


mn 
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'we be offended that the Lord doth 
take ſome, and leaue ſome : or that he 
ſhould begin in ſome, and not bryng 
| his worke to perfection : For he dea- 
leth with them, as with Corne. Some 
Corne is ſowen & neuer ryſcth; ſome 
ſpringerh, and yet ſhortly wythereth: 
Cone groweth vp in the care, and yet 
isſtriken and blaſted: and other ſome 
(at his good pleaſure) come toa time- 
Jy ripeneſle. In lyke maner, fometrees 

are planted,and neuer take roote;:lome 
cake roote,and yet not bloſſome:ſome 
bloſlome,& neuer bring foorthfruite: 
andother ſomethrough hisgoodneſle 
dobring foorth fruite in good ſeaſon. 
Tf the Lorde deale fo with the plant 
and hearbe of the fielde, why may he 
notdeale ſo with vs,theſonnes ofmen* 
If we can not conceaue the teaſon of 
- this, we muſt holde our peace : for all 
the workes of Godare d6he in righte- 
_ ouſnefle, andall our knowledge1s vn- 


pcet- 
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our ſelues rather of ignorance, then 
the Lord of vnrighteouſneſle : nay, 
- Our ſelues do deale in-lyke fort-with 
thoſe thynges which are vnder:our 
handes; In Colledges, Fellowes are 
firſt choſen to be RR if 
_ bethen approued; they be made 
owes,otherwyſe not. If a man(be- 
ing Cy age dotake vnto him ſome 
_ chylde;to make — heyreof 
his goodes, hewyll k im vpon 
= king: if his nn bokvaeſh he 
albe preferred,he may be ſet ouerall 
his familie,and yer afterward forſome 
fa&be caſt off.Some other man taketh 
an otherchylde for the ſame ende,and 
maketh him heyrein deede : ' Therfore 
we muſt thinke thar it is: righteous 
with the Lorde to deale thus with: vs, 
. ſeeing we'are in his hande : and we 
muſt not be offended,'though he- call 


oogtng donot inlight them:andal- 
| | E 4 though 


perfect, and therefore we muſt accuſe Sg | 


IE: 

though he do-norinlyght them, and 
donor. continue them; and: do of his 
great mercie continue ſome: ynto the 
ende:letvs rather ſee what vie we may 
haue-of this dofrine. Firſt, we muſt 
take heede thatweneuer quench any 
gracc,or gyftthat God. beſtowerh vp- 
nvs. Secondly, we muſt labour to 
ue greater meaſure of gyftes: for the 
. wicked may come to haueſome ſmall 
. pyftes, and ſuch may be quite taken 
away from vs. Taftly, it doth put a 
plaine difference betweene the godly, 
and the godles, betweene them that 
beare aſhew of holyneſle, and them 
thatarethe Lordes holy ones ; forthe 
one. endureth but atime, and the other 
laſteth for eucr. Now if we requirca 
further tryall, whereby we may know 
whether we haue receaued the ſpirite 
of God, which laſteth bur fora tyme, 
and-that which laſteth foF-euer with 
vs: then let vs markethoſe rules, which 

pur 


ks 
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putaplainediffcrenceberweenethem, * 
Firſt we muſt marke the inlightnyng 
and inſight we haue into the worde of 
God.Ceraineitis,that both the godly 
and wicked are inlightned, butthe-in» , 
Iygiaing of the godly is one, and the 
infight of the wicked is an other: for, 
the knowledgeand inſight which the 
godly haue receaued,is certayne and 
diſtin&:therfore in particuler thinges, 
they beableto apply the threatning of 
Gods iudgementes, to the humbling 
of them {clucs, and the promiſes.of 
Godto comfort them ſelues. Agayne, 


 theirknowledge is {ufficient to dire& 


them generally,and particulerly. And 
_. laſtofalljitneuer fayleth them;bur di- 
xeReth them to the end:but the know- 
ledge of the wicked is not1o, foritisa « 
confuſed and a generall knowledge of 

the threatninges, and of the promiſes 

of God, yet can they not make pert- 
culcrvic of theſume. Their inowlgdgs 
I 1s 
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is notſufficient,nor abletodiretthem 
in particulars,and therefore doth leaue 
' theminthecnde. Therfore the know- 
ſedge of the godly for the clearenes, 
the' certaintie, and the ſufficiencie of 
it,'is compared to the-Sunne : ſo the. 
knowledge of the wicked,is compared 
tolyghtnyng; which doth-not giuea- - 
ny lyght, it doth” not continue any 
time, and when it' is gone, men are 
' worlethen they were before.'So doth 

itfall out with the wicked; for beſide 
that their knowledge doth ſoone va+ 
niſh,there is in them greater and more 
dangerous darknes, then there was be- 
fore : therein then we ſec our playne 
and manifeſt note of difference. Se- 
condly, we muſt come to'our affedti- 
ons, Certayne it is, that the wicked do 
defire the helpe of God : but looke to 
the cauſe,&it wil ſhewa difference be- 
tweene the wicked and the godly. The 
wicked do onely fecke helpe, becauſe 


of 
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of ſome extremitie which they ſuffer, 
they onely defire to be inthe fauour 
of God, becauſe they woulde be freed 
from gricfe; and therefore it is-com- 
mon withthem to ſay (04 that 1 were 
ont of this payne, 0h that this ſorow were 
taken from me : ) by which ſpeach they 
ſhew, that ſo- they myght be atreſt, or 
at theireaſe,they would lytleweigh of 
the helpe and fauour of God. Butthe 
_ godly finde ſuch ſweetenes inthe fa- 
uour of God, that for the deſire there- 
of,they.canbe content to ſuffer much, 
and endure the ctrofle patiently,ſo that 
at the laſt, they may enioy Gods fa- 
uour.. Not the godly onely, butthe 
wicked alſo, are greeued when they 
haue ſinned :but thewicked do there- 
fore ſorow,becauſc their ſinne hath,or 
will, bryng ſome puniſhment vppon 
them: And the godly ſorow, becauſe 
they haue offended God, and geuen 
-him occaſion to dravy his fauour from 


them, 
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| . © them\thereforehis correction dothey 
'beare patiently: but the remembrance 
oftheir ſinne,that roucheth rhem ftyll 
at the quicke : and fo then in their joy, 
and in their forrowe, may appeare 
a ſeconde difference. The thirde dif- 
ference 1s in loue, for though both 
of them loue God, yet itis after adi- 
uers maner; the one of finceritic, the 
other of wages. A poore chylde that 
is taken vp, fedde, and clothed, wyll 
louc him that doth thus feede & cloth 
him : but if he receaued no more of 
that man then of another, he woulde 
lyke him, and loue him no better then 
- another: Euen ſo is it with the wic- 
ked, if their bellies be filled, if their 
barnes ſtuffed, and they haue their 
hantes deſire, they loue God in deede, 
but it it onely for their belly,and their 
-  barnes. Thusdid Sawle our God,but it 
was for his kingdome: Thus did Achr- 
tophel loue God, but it was becauſe he 
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wasa counſellour: Thus did 1udasJoue 
God, but it was becauſe he was choſen 
tobean Apoſtle, and caried the bagg: 
But what became of theirloue, hiſto- 
ries do teſtifie. Saule was a lytle affli- 
Red, and forſooke God : Achitophel 
ſomewhat croſled in his deuiſes, hang- 
th himſelfe : 1#das for gayne of mo- 
ney, betrayed Chriſte his maiſter: 
Some experience we may ſee of this 
among vs; Courtiers wilbe profel- 
fours; and Schollers wilbe religious; 
if Courticrs may come to be Coun- 
{ellours, and Schollets may be prefer- 
red to chiefeſt places: but if promoti- 
on come nor, then their profesfion is 
forſaken, and Religion layde afide: 
Do the chy!dren of God loue onthis ..-. 
manner? No, the holy Ghoſt which - 
they haue receaued in effeQuall mp7 
ner, doth ſhedde the ſeede of lone i=" 
their hartes, and doth worke in thema © 
ſpeciall Iyking of his goodnes, of his 
righte- 
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righteouſnes, and of his holynes rand 
therefore of finceere affection they 
loue him,as the naturall chylde louerh 
his father naturally,although he beate 
him;yert beareth he it, and ſtyl] loueth 
' him: ſodothe children of God deale; 
T hey haue powred into them, as S. Peter 
layth, a godly nature, ſo that they freely 
loue God the father : and though he 
afflict them,or croſſe them in their de- 
ſires, yet they loue him, and in loue 
performe obedience vnto him conti- 
nually : therefore 796 ſayth, Though 
he kill me, yet will 1 truſt in him : they 
therefore are ſayde to haue receaued 
a free ſpirite, and to ſerue God in the 
libertie of the ſpirite. And whoiee- 
ethnotthis to be a playne and mani: 
feſt difference betweene them : there- 
fore we may take it as a thirde marke 
or rule, to proue andy our ſelues: 
The fourth and laſt rules, in confide- 
ring the workeand effe which Gods 
mercie 
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mercie receaued, doth worke in vs + 
for, herein do the wicked ſhew their 
wickedneſſe two wayes.: Firſt, on the 
right hande the mercies of God doe 
worke in them wonderfull contenta- 
tion : but not ſuch as cauſeth them to 
returneall glory to God, nay, rather,jit 
is ſuch as caufeth them to take all glo- 
rieto them ſelues : for the graces of 
God do puffe them vp,and makethem 
proude,and conceyted inthern ſelues; 
Hereof ariſeth great ſecutitie, which 
bryngerh neglect and. contetapt of all 
good meanes, whereby oy ſhould 
grow vpingodlines. On the left hand 
others offend, being neuer pleaſed nor 
__ withthat = hauein —_— 

reettyng and lightly eſteeming that 
fr le Nl dceing new. Theſe 
men beſides that they be vuthanketful, 
doalſo murmure and grudge agaynſt 
God.andarc neuet pleaſed with him; 
' Betweene theſe two, the chyldren 1 
Go 


God holde a middle and euen courſe;: 
and therefore we ſhall ſcethele things = 
in the. Firſt, afight & anacknowledg- 
ing ofthe wantes which domouecthe, 
as $. Peter ſayth, Like new borne babes, 
#0 deſire the ſweete and ſinceere mylke of 
the worde, that thereby the graces they 
haue,may be increaſed, andtheirother = 
wantes may beſupplyed :and ſo farre 
are they, from being puffed vp with 
pride,thatthey rejoycewhetheirpripe 
may be pulled downe, ortheir haugh- 
tinesabared,cyther by ſome ſharpere- 
buke,or by ſome fearetull threatning, 
or by ſome'moderate correction from 
the Lord: for ore. tf it way 
needefull for $-Paul t6:h4;buffited, an: 
that by the miniſter of Satan, ae 
that his pride may be beaten downe: 
then it is muchmore-needeful for the, 
after more wayes four be humbled. 
Beſides that, they do-not-onely defire = 
theword, but they alſo wayteyponthe- 
| a Lord, 


* Chg. 
Lord,ymtilit pleaſed the lord to worke 
turtherinthem thereby : andthisway- 
tingis as earneſt as; theirs, who haye 
watched all thenight; dg: oy | 
looke for the dawning gfthedsa 
condly,as they ſee their wantes; 


ws that grace OT receiucd,: 

ewell | 
eented therewith;andthe amv 
wantcs do humble them;lothe graces! 
of Gad do:comfortthem;-andastheir 
wantesdotalvponthetn,&cauſethem, 
toſeeke mare : ſo thatthey haue, doth 
prouoke them to be thankfull for that 
they haue recciued.. See then a quite: 
pony courſeof the wicked,& thoſe, - 
| o 'of ſinceritie worſhyp God, L 
contrary the graces 4 oyttes 
of God do workeinthem,& therefore 
he the conſideraton hereof,we may, 


well draw a fourth rule, whereby..to 


$&-: 


_. maketriall/& examinatis of our owne 


ns” Wa; 
its ou. op in 
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in awotd, when a man by the ſpirirof 
God hath bin inlightned vnto a cer- 
raine & ſufficicntknowledge of Gods 
will; when he mo oe affeion, 
chiefly &abouec al other 
God;whe he findeth apure 8 CLE 
ISitof God in his hart,nor for wages, 
. burfor that worde of grace, which af- 
reruri viſpeakable mancr doth moue 
tim” therevmo 7 and when he doth 
thankfully acknowledge metcies re- 
ceaued, # he doth carefully arrende 
& wayte vponthe Lord, till he — 
_ great meaſure of graces n 
he may bevndoubredly 
dedahar he hath found rwrxas nv 
inginhim, in amore effeQuall mater; 
& therefore ir ſhal neuerbe taken from 
him. But what then,may ſach men caſt 
offall care? No,forvnto them doth S. 
| Pasl giuethis charge: for trough that 
| Þ te Firit can Hieter be taken vrterly 


; from ther, yer doubtles, if rhey waxe 
proud, 
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proud, if hey grow.ecure, if they fall 
1Nto —_—_ —__ oe 
rite, may. decay In ther, | 
ceareloueghcir feehng, their lccti 
and -may be- gone, {0 thatijn tel 
ent,&-inthe tudgement 
of gthers, it may {eee that they-haue 
 quitequecnched, & pur outthe _- 
Neither muſtchisjeeme ſirangeztqrif 
the jmage of God,, which, was, more 
747 hegſs ſh p96 1 
IR VS, LE14y,LOS HRAge MIgnt QUIEC: 
bloned gut &loſtasyweiecirwasgiben 
no marvel if the graces of the ſpiricbe 
fora time, asit were dead & drowned 
inys and that we may be chelefle gf- 
fended herewith, the'$ © Saiporeado of 
fer vnto vs exainples « SUR AARS 
bin One oocunliyand wy traly bornea» 


amelnnesloſ thegrates _ FOIA 
ſuch warethe Galatians for theyywers _ 
= called,& effetually Wh regrnenges; Ma 

Y 


UN Feucrenced 4ahe Apoſtl 6'as the 
ngel of God, yeeth room 
GN GRE thy ll very dange- 
niſl 20'the choakin & quenthing 
theſp (ri inthem; the ſpiritir ſelfewas 
nottaken from them. 50 Chtiſt did 
Ri} continue-in their harres, yet for 


ES ops 


ti & forinieſothat 
pros ph moore 


Apoſtle 'did:as it were qxecg a- 

was fafhioned'/a 

new inithem. Dawidalſo nthecom- 
t nit 


mirting of hisfinne; was 
the like caſe, & therfore in the.5x. Pſal, 
{That God ek ny in him « L 


Mm ae > 
- him, andpbat the fpiris of God may nat: 
 betaken from hins? / ge the fon $ 
pe una, wn epray-! 
ithatit may nor be taken ftomhim:: 
punts g1a @oginipcrvodinſes 
the ſpirit they:were dead 85gone, and: 
rherefore he prayeth tharthey maybe: 
renewed: in him.. By rhisthen weſcey 
tha the very Chieſe graces ofthe {pix 
ray be quenched;!even'in'ahe moſt: 
godly, w [ they fall intofin; Bntyct 
_ thatnolibertis may; berakenbereby 
lervs confiderWhar griefe'rhey bring; 
tothemſclues; rhar do by an A 
tooſe thegraces ofthe ſpirit; Firſt ofall 
we muſtknow, thatthough the ſpire 
bour, yet fr-coſterhr ys\intach Iabourg; 
ard wemyſtvedergoemuchtrauchde: 
faffermuch wouble, beforeche [pirt 
of Gotdoralepoſſesfion bfvs. Now: .. 
whenthegracesofthepitir are loſt alt 
our r——C tolt;8& come: 
e210 738 Z , © 


_ "niore: he then that a good nan 
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rwnothing.: candhj;whegam: manks: 
ceaucth the ſpirit of God;and by the 
ſame ſpirit is;afſured- that. his finne is 
forgiuen him,and he is in, the fauoby 
of God, there. doth. ariſe-in-his han a 
 greatioy.intheholyghoſtzaioy Liayg 
- thatis vnſpcakable & glorious: arid this; 
lays loſt & gone, when the graces of 
Gods ſpiriteare gon : with-how great 
&wothey know'it, that in any. 
Curt haueraſted of iti: Againe,whe: 
the graces of the ſpirit are:choakedin 
they:hauc no olaſtets do good; 
; haueno affection to. goodnefle; = 
| Sons; andthey-are-made/for 
© thetimeasirwereanvnprofirablebur- 
thinof What gfickecanbegrea 
rerthen this? What rms can 


becl thhalden 
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- a great decay of Gods graces, yet # 
the rodde, or worde of God, they 
nay be renewed in vsagayne. And 
thus much of this commaun- 
dement that the Apoſtle 
gineth heere, that'we 
ſhould nor quench 
the ſpirite. 
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